Grouard-McLennan DIOCESAN NEWSLETTER (September 2002) [web version]
The Catholic Women's League of Canada 
Grouard-McLennan Archdiocese 

Dear Sisters in the League, 
I hope that everyone had a restful and happy summer. You are now all back with enthusiasm giving 
of your talents to the League. Thank you. 

The National executive has chosen for the coming year, starting January 2003, the theme: Cast Out into the Deep. 
The Theme for the upcoming year, chosen by the Diocesan executive, is Setting out into the Deep. 

For the fall workshop we have added ...Together. This goes with the idea of working together to 
solve problems and co-operate with one another when parishes have to be shut down and when 
CWL councils are thinking of folding. This hurts us, as some of our councils have been around for 
60 years! Unfortunately, the closing of parishes is a reality for us today and we will have to learn 
to deal with it. Perhaps this workshop will help us think positively. 

In his apostolic letter, At the Beginning of the New Millennium, Pope John Paul II takes up Jesus’ 
exhortation to “put into the deep water” (Luke 5:4). It’s a call to move forward as a people on 
mission, breaking new ground, telling the world that Christ lives among us and wants everyone to 
know his love, mercy, and restoration (taken from Word Among Us).

Sometimes we feel weary and our arms ache like the disciples as they washed their nets. Over 
and over they had thrown their nets into the lake, only to pull them out empty. Yet, Jesus asked 
them to put out into deep water and lower their nets one more time. They said, “Yes” to him. 
We, too, are tired, but it is not our arms that ache but our hearts as we contemplate the injustice, 
prejudice, and hatred in the world. Are these not the very things that the CWL has spoken out 
against for these many years? This is when we need to turn to Jesus for the strength and courage 
to go on as witnesses of his love and compassion. We will not be alone on the journey because, 
as Pope John Paul II wrote, “The risen Jesus accompanies us on our way.” 

So, we ask ourselves today, “What must we do?” Let’s take some risks for God! 

We will have to break new ground , show mercy and compassion and restore new, stronger 
CWL councils. 

Diocesan History 
One of my goals these next two years is to compile a history of the Diocesan CWL. If you have 
any information or pictures along this line please send it to me. I have found histories of parish 
councils but little on the Diocesan Council. 

Enclosed in this envelope you will find : 

· a directive for “Archives”. Hopefully this will answer some of your questions on what to keep and what not to keep. 
Call me if you have further questions. 

· annual report forms for 2002. The reports need to be sent to your Diocesan counterpart by Jan.31, 2003. 
It is in filling out these forms that we can truly marvel at the work we are able to accomplish as Councils! 

· a directive on resolutions. 

· upcoming dates. 

· the new National executive. 

Please note that when you receive this mailing, you should distribute it to the various committee 
chair people in your council so that they know what their committee directives are. If you do not 
have a chairperson for the particular standing committee, perhaps you could appoint a council 
member to summarize the directive for your council at your next meeting. 

World Youth Day 2002 has drawn to a close, and each of you should pat yourself on the back for 
all the support you offered the participants. These young people are now back in our parishes: 
welcome and accept them and ask them about their adventure. They would love to talk about it. 
Invite them to your meeting as guest speakers to tell your members about their experiences. 
Familiarize the female pilgrims with the benefits of joining the CWL and invite them to do so. 

Remember that memberships for 2003 are due in January and should be sent to National by 
May 31. Total membership fee for the diocese is $20.00. The breakdown is as follows: 

National $8.00 + Provincial $4.00 + Diocese $8.00 
The extra funding will allow our Diocesan Council to restore communications by mail. 
This would allow communication more often to keep us informed about issues and actions 
on a more timely basis. 

Reminder that you can pay for memberships retroactive for 1 year. This is helpful to ensure 
continuous service is not broken. 

I strongly recommend that every President have a copy of the Leading the League teaching 
manual. It walks you through each month of the year with ideas and events that could or should 
happen . Everything from recruitment to orientation, training to recognition and promoting the 
League are covered. It is available from National <http://www.cwl.ca> at a cost of $17.00 

Provincial Convention 
The Provincial Convention held in Morinville on June 2 was very enlightening. 

· St. Joseph’s Seminary celebrates their 75th anniversary in September 2002. The Provincial Executive moved to donate $2250 towards the celebration. 

· As of May 02, 2002 the Alberta Mackenzie provincial CWL council had 8060 members. 

· Lynne P. congratulated the Bob & Val B. family for being chosen Family of the Year by the Knights of Columbus. 

· Total in attendance was 252. 

· A youth panel spoke on the topic of WYD and the question "How can CWL assist you in your journey of faith?" 

· Dr. Christophe Potworowski, President of Newman Theological College, spoke on the "Reason for Charity." 

· Father Mike D., Director of Oblate Youth Ministries spoke on “The Open Door-Salt of the Earth, Light of the World.” 

· Bishop Luc B. spoke on the Theme “Open Door.”  

· Two resolutions were passed and went on to National Convention. 

Upcoming Dates 
  

	Date
	Event

	November 23, 2002
	Grouard-McLennan Fall executive meeting in Sexsmith

	February 8, 2003
	Spiritual Development Workshop in Sexsmith

	March 15, 2003
	Grouard-McLennan Spring executive meeting in Grimshaw

	April 26, 2003
	Grouard-McLennan Annual Convention in Grimshaw

	May 3, 2003
	Post convention meeting, Location TBA

	June 6-7, 2003
	CWL ABMK Provincial Convention in Nisku/Leduc


... <clip> ...


Resolutions 
Last year, 4 councils in the Grouard-McLennan Diocese had resolutions and legislation 
standing committee chairs. Let’s try to double that number this coming year! 
Resolutions are where our concerns and views are expressed. 
The resolution “chair” works with council executive to prepare resolutions. 
The “chair” helps council members study and implement resolutions passed by other levels. 

Legislation is social justice in action! The legislation “chair” tracks the work of different 
levels of government and helps League members to study government legislation. 
It is the carrying out of League resolutions to influence the government policy. 

At the National Convention in Moncton, the resolution on Religious Freedom in Canada was 
approved. The resolution on Priests and Agents of the Church convicted of sexual offences 
was transformed into a statement of support for the Bishops in Canada to revisit their 
“From Pain to Hope” document. 

The resolutions passed at National Convention will appear in the Fall issue of The Canadian League. 
Read, study, and act on those resolutions which affect us Canada wide! 

Recruit standing committee chairs. Check out the website <http://www.cwl.ca/Resolutions/res_list_cmte.htm>  

If you or your council is passionate about a cause, start preparing your resolutions this fall. 

Please read pages 3 and 4 of The Canadian League (Spring/Summer 2002). 
Those national resolutions are moving forward. 

Best wishes for the coming year. 
Donna C. 

[end]

